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blows in the mist. But she could only waste her armies
in fruitless marches, and evea her extension to the Forth
proved beyond her power to maintain for more than an
odd forty years. As for Ireland, the most ambitious of all
her commanders, Agricola, had been as confident as how
many subsequent would-be solvers of that problem, that
he could make a contented province of her, with a few
troops and a free hand ; but was lucky enough to be
recalled before he had had the chance of trying.
Rome had in fact reached her limits of expansion
without attaining any frontier on which she could rest in
safety. Her German problem, her vast Eastern problem,
even her British problem, lay beyond her powers of
permanent solution.; there was nothing for it but to
draw in her horns to the most defensible line her military
engineers could select, and stand siege for as long as
possible. Such was the compromise hit upon by that
great and clear-sighted statesman,, the Emperor Hadrian,
whose barrier wall, from the Solway to the Tyne, can
even now be seen striding over hill and dale with all the
unswerving directness that typifies Rome.
Even so, her military lines were drawn far beyond the
frontier of her civilization. The Welsh and Northumbrian
highlands she might overawe with her garrisons, but
their Celtic civilization, so long as its claws were cut,
might survive as best it could in its native fastnesses,
This was a very different state of things from that which
obtained in completely Romanized provinces, such, for
instance, as Gaul and Spain, which had taken her
impress so indelibly as to preserve it through all subse-
quent changes of blood and fortune. Britain, as we see
her in the Hereford map, was on the edge of the world,
and as far as Rome's world was concerned, half over the
edge. And even in the part of it formally Romanized,
one might question the depth of the conversion. Celtic
influences, filtering in from the Fringe, kept the native
spirit alive beneath the surface. And Rome herself, like
a needy landowner who can only make ends meet by
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